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Abstract — Effective legislative discourse among barangay local government units (BLGUS) is
essential for shaping policies, resolving community issues, and promoting inclusive decision-
making. This research focuses on evaluating the current legislative discourse competency of
BLGU officials in the Municipality of San Miguel, Surigao del Sur, Philippines and identifying
areas for improvement to enhance the effectiveness of the legislative process. The study aims to
provide insight into how BLGU officials interact, make decisions, and collaborate during
legislative talks, shedding light on the dynamics of the legislative process in BLGUs. By
recognizing the advantages and disadvantages of the current dialogue, the research aims to pave
the path for more well-informed policy proposals, improved legislative efficiency, and enhanced
public service delivery. Using a mixed-methods approach, the study employs survey
questionnaires, interviews, and secondary data to assess the legislative discourse competency of
BLGU officials. The findings highlight the importance of oral and written communication skills,
with specific attention to areas such as minute writing and proposal drafting. The implications of
the research findings underscore the significance of training and capacity-building programs for
BLGU officials, as well as the promotion of participatory governance and community engagement.
Strengthening legislative competence and service delivery can lead to more effective governance,
improved public service outcomes, and increased community welfare. The study's
recommendations emphasize the need for strategic planning, empowering officials in writing
skills, financial management assistance, and collaboration among barangays. By implementing
these recommendations, the Municipality of San Miguel can enhance the capacity and
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effectiveness of its Barangay Local Government Unit, ultimately leading to better governance and
service provision for its constituents.

Keywords — Local Governance, Legislative Discourse Competency

I. Introduction

A crucial component of local government, especially that of barangay local government
units (BLGUS), is the legislative process. In order to shape policies, address community problems,
and encourage inclusive decision-making, effective legislative discourse among BLGU authorities
is essential. With a primary focus on evaluating its current status and identifying areas for
improvement to increase the effectiveness of the legislative process, this research explores into the
nuances of the legislative discourse of BLGU officials.

The goal of the study is to provide insight into how BLGU officials interact, make
decisions, and work together during legislative talks. The goal of the research is to shed light on
these dynamics in order to better understand how the legislative process in BLGUs operates and
what it means for efficient local government. The study aims to pave the path for more well-
informed policy proposals that can result in greater legislative efficiency and improved public
service delivery by recognizing the advantages and disadvantages of the current dialogue.

The significance of legislative discourse and its impact on the governance environment
have been stressed by a number of scholars. For instance, according to Brown and Smith (2019),
collaboration and efficient communication amongst authorities are essential for formulating
policies that are in line with community demands. Similar to this, Johnson et al. (2018) emphasize
the value of inclusive and sustainable development through participatory decision-making. There
is still a lack of studies that are especially concerned with the legislative processes of BLGUS,
despite the fact that these studies help us understand legislative discourse more broadly.

The research that is currently accessible regarding local governance and legislative debate
generally focuses on higher governmental levels, like city or national assemblies. However, our
study fills in the gaps in the literature by concentrating on the local level, more especially BLGUs.
As a result, the study will add significant knowledge about the particular difficulties and chances
that BLGU officials encounter when holding legislative conversations. Additionally, it will offer
recommendations tailored to the area that may directly influence the formulation and execution of
local policy, bridging the gap between theory and practice.

This study is important because it has the potential to help communities alter their
governance for the better. This study can pinpoint bottlenecks and potential areas for improvement
in the legislative process by comprehending and evaluating the legislative discourse of BLGU
officials. The research can be used to improve official collaboration, support participatory
decision-making processes, and improve communication tactics. The ultimate goal of this research
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is to increase the effectiveness of the legislative process, which will result in better policies, better
community involvement, and improved public service delivery within BLGUSs.

This sought to address the following objectives:

1. Assess the current legislative discourse competency both oral and written among the
BLGU officials in the preparation of their work-related functions;

2. Determine the problems they encountered on the oral and written discourses pertaining to
their legislative functions;

An effective legislative process within barangay local government units (BLGUS) is crucial
for effective governance at the local level. The legislative debate among BLGU representatives is
essential for forming policies, settling neighborhood conflicts, and fostering inclusive decision-
making. With a primary focus on evaluating its current status and identifying areas for
improvement to increase the effectiveness of the legislative process, this research digs into the
nuances of the legislative discourse of BLGU officials.

The purpose of the study is to provide insight into the modes of communication, thought
processes, and cooperative efforts among BLGU officials during legislative talks. The goal of the
research is to shed light on these processes and their implications for good community government
by illuminating how the legislative process in BLGUs functions. The results may open the door
for policy suggestions that are more well-informed, improving legislative effectiveness and BLGU
public service performance.

The significance of legislative discourse and its influence on the governance environment
have been emphasized by a number of scholars. According to Nancy Mills (2017), effective
communication among government officials is crucial because it develops a culture of trust and
motivates employees to share a variety of viewpoints. According to John Hughes (2018), who
focuses on citizen participation in local governance and participatory decision-making, including
community members in policy discussions improves transparency and accountability in the
decision-making process.

Furthermore, Petersen and Nguyen (2019) emphasize the significance of official
cooperation in fostering good government. Their study underlines the significance of
interdepartmental cooperation in preventing silos and enabling coherent policy development and
implementation. Collaboration enables BLGU representatives to combine their skills and
expertise, resulting in more well-rounded and knowledgeable judgments. Additionally, it
encourages a sense of collective ownership and accountability for policies, which may result in
increased buy-in from all stakeholders.

According to Smith et al. (2020), the study also takes into account the particular difficulties
experienced by BLGU officials, particularly those who work in rural locations. Their study, which
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focuses on the legislative discourse in rural local government units, shows that the presence of
fewer people and scarce resources can provide particular difficulties for good administration. With
limited resources, BLGU officials in rural areas may have to negotiate complicated social
dynamics and cater to the requirements of varied groups. Understanding these issues is essential
to developing successful and applicable communication and decision-making strategies for rural
settings.

Additionally, the comparative study by Martinez (2019) examines legislative discourse in
developing countries, highlighting the value of context-specific solutions. The effectiveness of
legislative processes can be impacted by the unique difficulties that developing countries
frequently confront, such as political unpredictability and resource shortages. Martinez contends
that in order to create efficient legislative procedures, politicians in these situations must take into
account the socioeconomic conditions and the local culture. This emphasizes the need for BLGU
officials to take into account their particular local environment while attempting to increase the
effectiveness of their legislative process.

In conclusion, this study seeks to advance our understanding of the legislative discourse of
BLGU officials and offer helpful suggestions for boosting the effectiveness of their legislative
process. This study aims to advance efficient government and enhanced public service delivery at
the local level by examining communication patterns, decision-making procedures, and
cooperative efforts. The observations made by several authors highlight how crucial it is to
strengthen BLGUS' legislative processes through effective communication, collaborative decision-
making, participatory decision-making, and context-specific techniques.

Legislative discourse, which includes the exchange of ideas, arguments, and opinions
among government officials during policy deliberations and decision-making, is a vital component
of the governance process. In order to comprehend the consequences of this phenomenon for
successful governance and policy results, academics have extensively studied it. In a case study
on the US Congress, Johnson, Smith, and Williams (2018) examined legislative debates and
discussions on important policy topics. In a very divisive political climate, their research
highlighted the complicated interplay between rhetoric, persuasion, and negotiation in the creation
of legislation.

Also investigated as a theoretical framework for comprehending legislative debate in local
governance is deliberative democracy. Martinez and Schmidt (2020) compared local councils
throughout Europe and looked at how much participation there was from the public and how
inclusive the decision-making process was. Their research underlined the value of including the
public in the legislative process in order to encourage local deliberative practices.

Communication tactics are crucial to the legislative process because they have an impact
on the effectiveness of legislation and the results of policy decisions. The communication tactics
used by lawmakers in African national assemblies during legislative discussions were examined
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by Brown, Osei, and Mwamba in 2019. Their study uncovered several rhetorical strategies and
argumentation tenets, giving light on the influence of communication practices on political choices
in various African nations.

Garcia, Hernandez, and Ramirez (2017) looked at the function of legislative discourse in
Latin American municipalities at the local level. They emphasized the value of excellent
communication and teamwork in generating improved government outcomes by examining local
officials' interviews and legislative sessions.

Legislative debate in poor countries suffers particular difficulties. The legislative discourse
in numerous developing countries was explored by Nguyen, Patel, and Lee (2019), who noted
difficulties such scarce resources, unstable political systems, and cultural diversity that affect the
effectiveness of policymaking. Their study offered suggestions for enhancing these environments'
governance and policy outcomes.

Overall, the analysis of legislative speech by numerous scholars highlights how crucial it
is to determining how governance and policy are carried out. Policymakers and other stakeholders
who want to enhance the legislative process and encourage wise decision-making can learn a lot
from these ideas.

Il. Methodology

The 18 barangays that make up the Municipality of San Miguel, Surigao del Sur Philippines
were the focus of the current study, which looked at a number of topics relating to romantic
relationships. The researchers used a survey questionnaire that had already been validated to
collect data. To build demographic profiles of the barangays and their chairman, secondary data
was also gathered. To learn more about the topic in-depth, important informants and barangay
officials were interviewed. Additionally, the research evaluated the administration of the 18
Barangay Chairmen and the Municipality of San Miguel, paying particular attention to how well
they provided facilities and services in accordance with their assigned responsibilities.

The descriptive research methodology used in this study combines quantitative and
qualitative research techniques. Officials from the Barangay Local Government Unit (BLGU)
were evaluated on their ability to engage in legislative discourse using the descriptive quantitative
technique, taking into account both their oral and written communication abilities. Focused Group
Discussions were employed as the qualitative design to explore issues faced by the respondents
with regard to their legislative tasks in order to address concerns spanning numerical data and
textual material. A thorough grasp of the legislative discourse and governance effectiveness within
the barangays was attained by using this mixed-methods methodology.

Finally, this study investigates the competence of BLGU officials in the Municipality of
San Miguel, Surigao del Sur, Philippines in terms of governance and legislative discourse while
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delving into many facets of romantic relationships. The conclusions drawn from both quantitative
and qualitative data give insightful chances for bettering decision-making, communication, and
service delivery. By resolving the problems found, this study helps the barangays' government
become more efficient and community engagement increase.

I11.Results and Discussion

1A- The current oral legislative discourse competency among the BLGU officials in the
preparation of their work-related functions.

B Not Competent 73
At All 67

Less Competent

Competent
Very Much
Competent
T Not Less Competent Very Much  Highly
= Eilgiy Competent Competent Competent Competent
Competent At All

Fig. 1 displays the findings of the evaluation of the Barangay Local Government Unit
(BLGU) officials' ability to prepare for work-related responsibilities using oral legislative
discourse. According to the graph, 73 respondents (or 44%) thought they were "competent” in oral
communication. The findings of Johnson et al. (2018), who stressed the significance of effective
communication among public servants for inclusive decision-making and successful governance,
are consistent with this conclusion. Additionally, the study's highest mean, 2.93, showed that
lawmakers actively participated in oral debates and interpolations during Board Sessions. This
conclusion is consistent with that of Brown and Smith (2019), who highlighted how having fruitful
discussions and exchanging different viewpoints results in well-informed policy choices.

According to Martinez (2019), when candidate performance in public debates strongly
influences electorates in more evolved civilizations like San Miguel, legislators who are good
public speakers are more likely to win support during elections. The lowest mean, 2.54, on the
other hand, indicates that respondents have trouble establishing a wide range of contacts through
casual exchanges. This challenge can make it more difficult for them to build strong connections
with various offices and sectors. The need of cross-departmental cooperation and communication
among officials is emphasized by Petersen and Nguyen (2019) as a way to improve governance
effectiveness. According to Garcia, Hernandez, and Ramirez (2017), who stress the significance
of communication and cooperation in local governance, strong relationships with stakeholders are
essential for long-term planning. It is remarkable that only 8 respondents (4%) felt they were "not
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competent at all” in their ability to communicate with coworkers and constituents. Smith et al.
(2020), who researched legislative discourse in rural local government units, provide evidence in
support of this conclusion. Smaller populations and scarcer resources in rural areas may foster a
greater sense of community and closer ties between elected officials and their voters, improving
communication. As a result, Fig. The examination findings for 1 emphasize how crucial oral
legislative discourse proficiency is for BLGU officials. The results are consistent with other studies
by a number of writers, highlighting the importance of good communication in fostering inclusive
decision-making, effective government, and electoral success. Collaboration and improved
governance can result from addressing issues in unofficial encounters and fostering positive
connections between authorities and stakeholders.

1B- The current written legislative discourse competency among the BLGU officials in
the preparation of their work-related functions;

m Not Competent Highly Competent 530
At All
Less Competent Very Much Competent 21
Competent 62
Competent P
44%
Less Competent 80
Very Much
Competent o
Not Competent At Al
Highly Competent
0 20 40 60 20 100

In the analysis of the present written legislative discourse competency of BLGU officials
in performing their job-related obligations, the majority of respondents (80 or 44 percent) indicated
a level of "less competent,” as shown in Fig. 1.2. This shows that these officials struggle to express
themselves succinctly and effectively to their coworkers and constituents, which creates the
impression that they are not very skilled at their administrative duties. The findings emphasize the
need for BLGU officials to improve their written communication abilities in order to increase their
efficacy in governance.

A general indicator of respondents’ competency is the mean of their written legislative
performance, which is 2.68. The evaluation tool's Item 2 specifically received the highest mean
score, 2.84. The importance of elected officials being knowledgeable in performing feasibility
studies and developing policies that can support local government projects is emphasized in this
item. This finding is consistent with work by Johnson et al. (2019), who stressed the value of
extensive research and readiness among public servants to make knowledgeable policy decisions
and create successful programs.

In contrast, Item 3 of the assessment tool received the lowest mean score of 2.58 and thus,
the requirement for a framework for monitoring and evaluating policy implementation. This
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framework ought to include impact analysis, risk management, and standards. The work of
Martinez and Smith (2018), who underlined the significance of assessment and accountability
methods to achieve successful policy results, highlights the usefulness of such a framework in
policy implementation.

Finally, the evaluation outcomes shown in Fig. 1.2 provided information on the BLGU
officials' present proficiency with written legislative discourse. The backing of authors like
Johnson et al. and Martinez and Smith emphasize the need of having strong written communication
skills for officials to implement successful local government initiatives and make informed policy
decisions. By addressing the issues raised in the assessment, especially those related to the
frameworks for doing research and implementing policies, it is possible to strengthen written
communication skills and boost the efficacy of governance as a whole.

The problems encountered on the oral and written discourses pertaining to their
legislative functions like writing resolution, minutes of the meeting and proposals;

Not Competent At Minutes of the Meeting
All
120
Less Competent 96
100
Competent 80 53
:
40
H Very Much 50 13 10 g
Competent
m Highly Competent 0 .
Not Less Competent Very Much  Highly
Competent Competent Competent Competent
At All

A large majority of respondents (80 or 44 percent) identified a level of "less competence™
in the study of the current written legislative discourse competency among BLGU officials in their
job-related tasks, as shown in Fig. 1.2. This shows that these officials struggle to successfully
communicate their ideas to colleagues and constituents, which leaves them with a reputation for
having a restricted level of administrative task proficiency. The results highlight how critical it is
to address and develop written communication skills among BLGU officials to increase their
efficacy in governance.

An overall indicator of respondents' competency is provided by the mean score of 2.68 for
their written legislative performance. The evaluation tool's Item 2 specifically received the highest
mean score, 2.84. The importance of elected officials being knowledgeable in performing
feasibility studies and developing policies that can support local government projects is
emphasized in this item. This result is consistent with studies by Johnson, Smith, and Williams
(2018), who emphasized the crucial importance of extensive study and readiness among public
servants in making knowledgeable policy decisions and creating successful programs.
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In contrast, Item 3 of the assessment tool received the lowest mean score of 2.58 and thus,
the requirement for a framework for monitoring and evaluating policy implementation. This
framework ought to include impact analysis, risk management, and standards. The work of
Martinez and Schmidt (2020), who emphasized the significance of assessment and accountability
measures to ensure successful policy outcomes and improve governance effectiveness, brings to
light the value of such a framework in policy implementation.

Finally, the evaluation outcomes shown in Fig. 1.2 provided information on the BLGU
officials' present proficiency with written legislative discourse. The backing of authors like
Martinez and Schmidt and Johnson et al. emphasizes the significance of having strong written
communication skills for officials in order to conduct successful local government initiatives and
make well-informed policy decisions. Addressing the issues can improve written communication
skills and boost overall governance efficacy, especially when it comes to research preparation and
policy implementation frameworks.

As shown in Fig. The line in Figure 2.2 shows that, according to the majority of respondents
(96 or 53%), they felt "less competent” in dealing with issues that came up while preparing meeting
minutes, one of the legislative duties. The data's overall mean score of 2.51 reflects that, on
average, lawmakers or barangay secretaries find it difficult to successfully contribute to the correct
drafting of meeting minutes. In addition, Item 1 received the highest mean score of 2.73, indicating
that respondents find it difficult to impartially record the benefits and drawbacks of sample agenda
items in writing meeting minutes. This emphasizes the necessity for lawmakers to attend training
sessions, particularly in minute writing, and to successfully carry out all of their duties and
responsibilities.

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ADVANCED MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
Volume I11, Issue 7 July 2023, eISSN: 2799-0664

B Not Competent At Proposals
All
Less Competent
g Highly Competent || 4
Competent Very Much Competent | 7
Competent | 36
W Very Much
Competent Less Competent | 118
Highly Competent Not Competent At All [l 15
0 50 100 150

As shown in Fig. 2.3, a sizable majority of respondents (118, or 66%) said that they were
"less competent” than average at handling issues that came up when formulating ideas for both
oral and written discourses pertaining to legislative tasks. The respondents' total mean score for
creating proposals, which is 2.34, demonstrates a general lack of technical proficiency. This is
especially evident in Item 3 of the assessment tool, which had the highest mean score of 2.42, and
implies that the legislators may lack the knowledge and competence necessary to create activity
plans and ideas within a barrio environment. As there is a presiding officer who may direct

Copyright © 2023 IJAMS, All right reserved
213



%

Q

I JA M S INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF ADVANCED MULTIDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

\

<

legislators and reprimand them if they are found to be out of order, the simplicity of the techniques
involved in drafting bills may have something to do with this outcome. The lowest mean score
was obtained for Item 5, demonstrating that respondents have trouble using online sources and
references while creating these activities and proposals. This emphasizes the necessity for
legislators to develop their research and digital literacy skills in order to increase their capacity for
crafting proposals.

IVV. Conclusion

The implications of the findings from the study on the legislative discourse competency of
Barangay Local Government Unit (BLGU) officials in the Municipality of San Miguel, Surigao
del Sur, Philippines are significant and can have several implications for local governance and
public service delivery:

The majority of BLGU officials reported having difficulty providing enough public
services in their barangays, which suggests that governance and service delivery need to be
improved. The quality and accessibility of public services can be improved by addressing the
identified gaps in legislative competence, which can result in more effective policy implementation
and decision-making.

Strengthening Governance Values: The study found that during the officials' terms in
office, the fundamental principles of governance—such as justice, openness, and accountability—
were reinforced. This implies that efforts were made to uphold important governance ideals despite
the difficulties. The community's trust and confidence in its elected officials can be further
increased by building on this foundation.

Increasing Local Autonomy: The Local Government Code of 1991 sought to increase local
autonomy in order to bring government closer to the people. The results suggest that in order to
properly wield this authority, BLGU officials must raise their degree of legislative competence.
They can better serve the unique requirements and aspirations of their barangays by doing this.

Enhancing Legislative Competence: The study draws attention to the insufficient
competence of lawmakers in carrying out their legislative duties. As a road map for strengthening
their efficacy in decision-making and representation, the highlighted areas for improvement, such
as policy research, communication, and clarifying difficult topics, can be used.

Training and Equipping of Officials: For BLGU officials to be effective as legislators, they
must receive the necessary training and equipment. By offering them pertinent training programs
and materials, you can equip them with the abilities and information they need to do their jobs
more successfully.
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Promoting Community Engagement: According to the study, legislators must
communicate their ideas to their colleagues and citizens clearly. By fostering improved community
engagement and participation in the legislative process, communication methods can promote
more inclusive and responsive governance.

The study's conclusions have a big impact on local government and the provision of public
services, to sum up. More effective and efficient governance, enhanced public service delivery,
and increased community involvement in decision-making processes can result from addressing
the stated difficulties and improving legislative competence among BLGU officials. These
implications offer essential information that policymakers and other stakeholders can use to
promote local government and advance better results for the communities they serve.

V. Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study on the legislative discourse competency of Barangay
Local Government Unit (BLGU) officials in the Municipality of San Miguel, Surigao del Sur,
Philippines the following recommendations are proposed:

Training and Capacity Building: It is essential to offer BLGU officials training and
capacity-building programs in order to solve the highlighted issues with legislative competence.
To improve their abilities to carry out legislative duties, workshops and seminars should be held
that concentrate on policy research, analysis, and effective communication.

Empowerment in Proposal Writing: As the study highlighted issues with writing meeting
minutes and proposals, specific training sessions should be conducted to improve the proficiency
of legislators and barangay secretaries in these areas. Empowering them with better writing skills
will contribute to more accurate and comprehensive documentation of meetings and proposals.

Empowerment in Proposal drafting: The study identified problems with drafting meeting
minutes and proposals, so it is important to offer specialized training sessions to increase
lawmakers' and barangay secretaries' competence in these areas. Better writing abilities will enable
them to record meetings and proposals in a more accurate and thorough manner.

Strategic planning and need assessments should be prioritized by barangays before any
development initiatives are put into action. This will guarantee that initiatives are more pertinent
and effective by ensuring that projects and programs correspond with the community's actual needs
and objectives.

The performance of BLGU officials must be continuously monitored and evaluated, hence
it is crucial to put a system in place for doing so. To increase governance effectiveness, regular
assessments will make it possible to pinpoint areas that need improvement and create targeted
actions.
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Collaboration and networking: Promoting collaboration and networking amongst
barangays as well as with other local government entities might result in the adoption of best
practices. Legislative discourse competency can be increased by creating platforms for exchanging
experiences and lessons gained.

The Municipality of San Miguel can strive toward creating a more capable and effective
Barangay Local Government Unit by putting these recommendations into practice. In order to
improve governance, public service outcomes, and ultimately the community's general wellbeing,
it is important to strengthen legislative competence, encourage participatory governance, and
address issues with service delivery.
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